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E.  A.  Milner,  m.d.,  C.m. 

The  Garth,  Kington. 

W.  Black  Jones,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 
Tyn-y-Berllan,  Builth  Wells 

J.  A.  K.  Griffiths,  m.b  , m.r.c  s., 
Wylcwm  House,  Knighton. 

B.  Fawssett,  l.r.C.p. , m.r  c.s. 

The  Laurels,  New  Radnor. 

T.  E.  Hincks,  m.b.,  ch.b. 

Broad  Street,  Hay 

A.  Gordon  Richardson,  M.B.,  c.m. 
Bryncoed,  Rhayader 


Presteigne 

RURAL  DISTRICT. 
Colwyn 

L R.C.P.  Knighton 

New  Radnor 
Painscastle 
Rhayader 


2 


SANITARY  INSPECTORS  FOR  1923. 


Name  & Address.  District.  Qualifications. 

W.  Jordan,  9,  Russell  Street,  Knighton  Urban  Cert.  R.  San. Inst. 

Knighton.  Certified  Inspector 

of  Meat  and  other 
Foods. 

T.  W.  Baker,  Town  Hall,  Llandrindod  Urban  Cert.  R.  San. Inst. 

Llandrindod  Wells. 


R.  P.  Morris,  Westfield,  Presteigne  Urban  Cert.  R.  San. Inst. 

Kington. 
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Newbridge-on- Wye 

D.  Davies,  Chandos,  Temperance  Knighton  Rural  

Hotel,  Knighton. 

J.  B.  Lingen,  Broad  Street,  New  Radnor  Rural  

New  Radnor. 


E.  Meredith,  Llwyn  Penwain,  Painscastle  Rural 
Erwood. 
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Rhayader. 


Clerk  to  Council  Council  : H.  Vaughan  Vaughan. 

Inspector  of  Midwives  : Mrs.A.M.  Pantoll,  Cert.c.M.B., Certs.  R.  San.  Inst. 
Inspector  under  the  Sale  of  Food  4 Drugs  Act  : R.  Philip  Gough. 
County  Analyst  : Herbert  J.  Evans,  B.Sc.,  A.I.C. 

Clerk  to  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : C.  W.  Lloyd. 
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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
RADNORSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

GENTLEMEN,  ’ ^ 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  third  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1923,  on  the  Health  Administration  of  the  County. 

Population : Particulars  are  given  on  page  8 of 
the  population  of  the  County  since  1801 ; the  population 
for  1923  is  less  than  it  was  in  the  Census  years  1821- 
1881  and  1901.  There  was  a decrease  of  691  between  the 
years  1901  and  1911,  and  there  has  been  an  increase  of  927  for 
the  period  1911-21,  but  if  an  allowance  be  made  for  visitors 
residing  in  the  County  on  the  date  of  the  Census  (June  19th) 
it  is  probable  that  the  increase  was  only  slight.  There  are 
only  two  districts  where  there  was  an  increase,  viz:— -Llan- 
drindod W ells  U.D.  1817,  and  Presteigne  U.D.  31,  in  the  other 
six  districts  there  was  a decrease  ; the  total  increase  for  the 
Urban  Districts  was  1663  and  there  was  a decrease  in  the 
Rural  Districts  of  736. 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  1617  for  the  period 
1911-2L  hut  the  loss  by  migration  (including  War  deaths)  was 
690.  The  decrease  in  population  in  the  various  districts  is  a 
matter  for  serious  consideration. 

Birth  Rate:  This  was  191  compared  with  19*7  for 
England  and  Wales. 

Death  Rate:  This  was  12'8  compared  with  11‘6  for 
England  and  Wales.  Particulars  of  the  principal  causes  of 
death  are  given  on  page  11. 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate:  This  was  48  per  1000 births 
compared  with  69  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  percentage  of  Infants  artificially  fed  (see  page  16), 
is  much  too  high,  and  the  large  majority  of  infants  should  be 
breast-fed. 

Maternal  Mortality : The  rate  for  1923  was  9’5  per 
1000  births.  Particulars  are  given  on  pages  20-23  ; for  the 
years  1919-22,  Radnorshire  is  the  fourth  highest  of  the  62 
Counties  in  England  and  Wales.  On  page  20  I have  referred 
to  the  districts,  where  there  is  urgent  need  for  trained  mid- 
wives ; it  is  also  desirable  that  a few  beds  should  be  retained 
in  the  Llandrindod  Wells  Hospitals  for  complicated  cases  of 
midwifery  and  also  for  cases  where  the  home  circumstances 
are  unsatisfactory. 

Infectious  Diseases:  There  is  still  inadequate  accom- 
modation for  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases;  this  matter  is  refer- 
red to  on  pages  29  and  30,  and  has  previously  been  discussed 
on  pages  17-19  Annual  Report  for  1922  and  on  pages  21-23 
Annual  Report  for  1921. 

Smallpox : This  disease  is  referred  to  on  page  27,  and 

the  importance  of  Vaccination  and  Re-Vaccination  are 
emphasised. 
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Phthisis  : Particulars  are  given  on  pages  30-35  ; com- 
paring the  rates  for  1900-09,  and  1919-22,  there  appears  to  be 
only  a slight  decrease. 

The  death  rate  from  Consumption  in  Radnorshire  should 
be  low,  as  the  air  is  very  bracing,  and  the  occupation  of  a large 
number  of  the  inhabitants  is  agricultural  ; the  rate  is 
high  compared  with  other  counties,  where  the  conditions  are 
similar  or  not  as  favourable. 

I consider  the  visits  of  the  Health  Visitors  to  the  homes 
most  important,  as  by  this  means  it  is  possible  to  educate  the 
mothers  in  regard  to  food,  fresh  air  and  other  matters  affecting 
the  health  of  their  children,  in  addition  the  special  visits  to 
the  homes  of  Consumptives  are  very  useful  in  connection 
with  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

In  previous  Reports  I have  dealt  with  Food  and  Housing 
in  their  relation  to  the  disease.  Intermarriage  has  an  impor- 
tant bearing  on  this  disease,  and  also  on  Mental  Deficiency 
and  Insanity. 

The  lessons  on  Hygiene  and  Temperance  given  in  the 
Schools,  and  the  Cookery  lessons  given  to  older  girls  attending 
the  Elementary  and  Secondary  Schools  are  of  considerable 
value,  whilst  the  talks  to  mothers  at  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  and  the  lectures  given  through  the  Welsh  National 
Memorial  Association  afford  further  means  of  education. 

During  residence  in  Sanatorium  and  Hospital,  patients 
are  trained  in  the  correct  methods  of  disposal  of  sputum  and 
in  the  value  of  the  open  air  treatment,  etc. 

Housing : Reference  is  made  on  pages  39-42.  Ad- 
ditional houses  containing  three  bedrooms  are  needed  through- 
out the  county,  partly  on  account  of  overcrowding,  and  also 
to  enable  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  which  cannot 
be  made  fit  to  be  closed  ; in  addition,  it  is  impossible  in  some 
cases  to  render  houses  fit  for  habitation,  while  they  are  oc- 
cupied. 

Occupation  : I have  given  particulars  on  pages  23-27  ; 
it  will  be  seen  that  a large  proportion  of  males  are  engaged  in 
agriculture  and  other  out-door  occupations.  In  comparison 
with  other  occupations  farmers,  agricultural  labourers  and 

gardeners,  have,  with  one  exception,  the  lowest  mortalitv 
figures. 

In  conclusion  I desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  the 
members  of  the  Committees  concerned  for  their  support,  and 
o the  members  of  the  staff  for  their  loyal  co-operation  and 
assistance. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  W.  MILLER,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 

...  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Public  Health  Department, 

County  Buildings, 

Llandrindod  Wells, 

21st  July,  1924. 
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AREA. 

The  County  of  Radnorshire  comprises  3 Urban  District 
and  5 Rural  Districts,  the  acreage  (including  land  and 
inland  water)  according  to  the  census  taken  on  June  19th, 
1921  is  as  follows : — Administrative  County  301,165.  Urban 
Districts,  8,167,  viz.  Knighton,  3,664;  Llandrindod  Wells,  1,509; 
Presteigne,  2994.  Rural  Districts,  292,998,  viz.  Colwyn,  29,579  ; 
Knighton,  88,872  ; New  Radnor,  51,893,  Painscastle,  31,414; 
Rhayader,  91,240. 

POPULATION. 

The  following  information  is  taken  from  the  census 
report  for  1921,  on  the  counties  of  Brecknock  and  Radnor. 


*War  deaths  which  occurred  outside  the  County  are 
included  as  losses  by  migration.  Estimates  for  individual 
districts  are  not  available,  but  for  the  whole  of  England  and 
Wales  have  been  assessed  at  about  3’1  per  cent  of  the  1921 
male  population. 

The  Registrar  General,  mentions  that  the  1921  census 
was  originally  planned  to  have  been  taken  on  April  24th, 
but  that  this  intention  was  frustrated  by  the  industrial  situa- 
tion which  arose  at  that  time,  and  it  was  not  found  possible  to 
carry  out  the  enumeration  until  June  19th.  After  referring  to 
the  fact  that  some  holiday  movement  was  in  progress, he  states- 
“It  has  been  urged  on  many  occasions  that  for  some  of  the 
statutory  and  other  purposes  upon  which  the  censal  popula- 
tion has  a bearing,  a census  taken  in  March  or  April  does  not 
adequately  reflect  the  mean  population  of  a town  which  is 
inhabited  for  several  months  in  each  year  by  an  influx  of 
visitors  out  of  all  proportion  to  its  winter  strength  : inflation 
in  these  circumstances,  if  it  renders  the  return  more  repre- 
sentative of  the  average  than  of  the  more  permanently  resid- 
ent population,  is  not  wholly  to  be  regretted.  Conversely, 
if  it  is  customary  for  the  residents  of  an  inland  or  industrial 
district  to  spend  a portion  of  the  year,  however  small,  away 
from  home,  it  may  be  equally  reasonable  that  the  fact  should 
find  statistical  expression  in  the  census  figure.  The  matter 
depends  of  course,  almost  wholly  upon  the  nature  of  the 
purposes  to  which  the  census  figure  is  applied. 


For  some  purposes,  e.g.  vital  statistics  companions, 
where  births  and  deaths  are  distributed  according  to  resid- 
ence, the  censal  population  may  be  unsuitable  ; and  in  this 
respect  the  postponement  of  the  census  may  be  considered 
to  have  had  unfortunate  results  in  the  areas  affected.” 


Attention  is  drawn  by  the  Registrar  General  to  districts 
in  Brecknockshire  and  Radnorshire  in  which  the  proportion 
of  visitors  on  the  date  of  the  census  was  unduly  large,  and  in 
which  the  census  population  is  more  than  3 per  cent  in  excess 
of  the  estimated  resident  population.  In  connection  with 
Llandrindod  Wells,  the  excess  of  Census  over  estimated  re- 
sident population  expressed  as  a percentage  of  the  former 
amounts  to  39’4,  for  the  whole  county  of  Radnorshire  the 
excess  is  8'0  per  cent. 
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The  following  particulars  are  given  of  the  population 
of  Radnorshire  since  1801  ; the  figures  relate  to  the 
present  Administrative  County,  which  is  co-extensive  with 
the  Ancient  County  as  altered  by  the  operation  of  Act  7 & 8 
Viet,  chap  61  (1844). 


Date  of  Census. 

Population. 

Intercensal 

Increase 

Decrease  ( — ). 

Amount. 

Per  cent. 

1801,  March,  9/10. 

19,135 

1811,  May,  26/27. 

20,417 

1,282 

67 

1821,  May,  27/28. 

22,533 

2,116 

101 

1831,  May,  29/30. 

24,743 

2,210 

9'8 

1841,  June,  6/7. 

25,458 

715 

2'9 

1851,  March,  30/31. 

24,716 

—742 

—29 

1861,  April,  7/8. 

25,382 

666 

27 

1871,  April,  2/3. 

25,430 

48 

*2 

1881,  April,  3/4. 

23,528 

—1,902 

—7‘5 

1891,  April,  5/6. 

21,791 

—1,737 

—71 

1901,  Mar.  31/Apl.  1. 

23,281 

1,490 

—6'8 

1911,  April,  2/3. 

22,590 

—691 

—3'0 

1921,  June,  19/20. 

23,517 

927 

41 

Particulars  in 

regard  to  sex, 

marriage,  divorces  as 

ascertained  from  the  census  are  as  follows  : — 

Persons 

Single  Married 

Widowed 

Divorced 

Males  11452 

6639  4285 

526 

2 

(lOO'O) 

(58-0)  (371) 

(4'6) 

(0-0) 

Females  12065 

6796  4268 

998 

3 

(100'0) 

(56’3)  (35‘4) 

(8-3) 

(00) 

23517 

13435  8553 

1524 

5 

(100) 

(571)  (36'4) 

(6'5) 

(0-0) 

The  information  in  regard  to  age  periods  is  as  follows  : 


Age 

period 

Males 

Females 

Total. 

Males 

Percentages 
Females  Total 

0—5 

994 

949 

1943 

87 

7’9 

8’3 

5—15 

2078 

2045 

4123 

181 

16-9 

17-5 

15—25 

1905 

1980 

3885 

16'6 

161 

16-5 

25—45 

2839 

3318 

6157 

24'8 

27‘5 

26-1 

45-65 

2536 

2628 

5164 

22'2 

217 

22-0 

65—75 

763 

817 

1580 

67 

6-8 

67 

75 — up 

337 

328 

665 

2*9 

2‘8 

2'9 

11452 

12065 

23517 

lOO'O 

100‘0 

lOO’O 
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For  purposes  of  vital  statistics  the  estimated  popula- 
tion of  the  county  given  by  the  Register  General  for  1923  is 
22,089.  The  population  of  the  three  Urban  Districts  is  estim- 
ated as  follows  : — Knighton,  1702  ; Llandrindod  Wells,  2813  ; 
Presteigne,  1164.  The  population  of  the  5 Rural  Districts  is 
estimated  as  follows  : — Colwyn,  2102  ; Knighton,  4284  ; 
New  Radnor,  2679  ; Painscastle,  2275  ; Rhayader,  5070. 
Total  Urban,  5679.  Total  Rural,  16410. 

BIRTH  RATE. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  in  the  county 
during  1923,  after  due  correction  was  421  compared  with  413 
in  1922  ; the  rate  was  19T  per  1000  compared  with  18'9 
for  1922.  Of  the  421  births  (219  males  and  202  females)  ; 91 
(41  males  and  50  females)  occurred  in  the  Urban  and  330 
(178  males  and  152  females)  in  the  Rural  Districts. 

Particulars  in  regard  to  rates  (per  1000  living)  for  the 
various  districts  are  as  follows  : — 


AREAS. 

Number  of 
Deaths,  1925 

Birth-rate, 

1923 

Birth-rate 

1922. 

URBAN  DISTRICTS  : 
Knighton 

Llandrindod  Wells 
Presteigne 

RURAL  DISTRICTS  : 

Colwyn 
Knighton 
New  Radnor 
Painscastle 
Rhayader 

33 

41 

17 

47 

97 

49 

47 

90 

19‘4 

14‘6 

14-6 

22’4 

22‘6 

18’3 

207 

17'8 

20’2 

153 

26T 

21‘6 

17'0 

191 

241 

16’6 

Urban  Districts 

91 

16-0 

19'0 

Rural  Districts 

330 

201 

18’9 

Administrative  County 

421 

191 

18'9 

England  and  Wales 

— 

197 

20’6 
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ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS. 

There  were  33  during  1922  (Urban  District  7,  Rural 
Districts  26),  equal  to  7'8  per  cent  of  the  total  births. 

DEATH  RATE. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  in  the 
county,  after  due  corrections  for  residents  and  non-residents, 
was  283  compared  with  300  in  1922  ; the  rate  was  12'8  compar- 
ed with  137  in  1922.  Of  the  283  deaths,  79  (44  males  and  35 
females)  occurred  in  the  Urban,  and  204  (115  males  and  89 
females)  in  the  Rural  districts. 

The  particulars  are  as  follows  : 


AREAS. 

Number  of 

Death-rate 

Death-rate 

Deaths,  1923 

1923. 

1922. 

URBAN  DISTRICTS  : 

Knighton 

21 

123 

16’6 

Llandrindod  Wells 

41 

14-6 

107 

Presteigne 

17 

146 

15'6 

RURAL  DISTRICTS  : 

Colwyn 

18 

8-6 

12'9 

Knighton 

51 

11‘9 

13'9 

New  Radnor 

39 

14'6 

142 

Painscastle 

27 

1P9 

111 

Rhayader 

69 

13*6 

150 

Urban  Districts 

79 

139 

13'5 

Rural  Districts 

204 

12‘4 

13’8 

Administrative  County 

283 

12-8 

137 

England  and  Wales 

— 

11*6 

12‘9 

Full  particulars  of  the  causes  of  death  in  each  district, 
and  of  the  deaths  at  each  age  period  are  given  in  Tables  I, 
and  II.  Appendix. 

The  following  table  shows  the  chief  causes  of  death  for 
the  year  1923  : — 
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Cause  of  Death. 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

Percentage 

Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 
(Heart  Disease  40  and 
Arterio-sclerosis  8) 

48 

17 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System 
(including  Bronchitis  17, 
Pneumonia  14) 

36 

127 

Tuberculosis  (including  Phthisis  21) 

27 

9*5 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

28 

10 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

15 

5‘3 

Infectious  Disease 

(other  than  Tuberculosis) 

8 

32 

Nephritis  (Acute  and  Chronic) 

8 

2'8 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation, 
Premature  Birth 

7 

2*5 

Diarrhoea,  etc. 

• • • • 

5 

1-8 

Accidents  and  Disease  of  Pregnancy 
and  Parturition 

4 

1‘4 

Rheumatic  Fever 

3 

11 

Diabetes 

3 

11 

Suicide 

4 

14 

Other  deaths  from  Violence 

5 

1’8 

Total 

201 

71-6 

Particulars  of  deaths  in  regard  to  age  periods  are 
in  Table  II.  appendix,  the  percentages  are  as  follows  .— 


Age  period  0-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

Number  30 

l 

13 

39 

53 

Percentage  of 

total  deaths.  10'6 

•3 

46 

137 

187 

11 


65  and 
over*4id= 


147 


given 

Total 

28 J 


521 


100 


The  death  from  5—15  years  was  of  a boy  from  Tuber- 
culosis (other  than  Phthisis). 

Of  the  deaths  between  the  ages  of  15  and  25  years,  7 
were  caused  by  Phthisis,  2 by  Pneumonia,  1 by  Rheumatic 
Fever,  and  1 by  Nephritis  (Inflamation  of  Kidneys.) 

Particulars  in  regard  to  births  and  deaths  since  1914 
are  given  on  page  39,  Annual  Report  for  1921. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  in  the  county 
during  1923  was  20  compared  with  30  in  1922  ; the  infantile 
mortality  rate  was  48  compared  with  73  in  1922. 

Of  the  deaths  3 (males)  occurred  in  the  Urban  Districts, 
and  17  (13  males  and  4 females)  occurred  in  the  Rural 
Districts. 

Three  deaths  occurred  of  illegitimate  infants  and  the 
infantile  mortality  rate  calculated  on  the  33  illegitimate  births 
was  61,  the  illegitimate  rate  being  46. 


The  particulars  in  connection  with  the  various  districts 
are  as  follows  : — 


AREAS. 

No.  of  deaths 
under  one 
year  1923 

Rate  per  1000 
births,  1923 

Rate  per  1000 
births  1922 

URBAN  DISTRICTS  : 

Knighton 

1 

30 

— 

Llandrindod  Wells 

2 

49 

93 

Presteigne 

— 

— 

67 

RURAL  DISTRICTS  : 

Colwyn 

5 

106 

44 

Knighton 

6 

62 

83 

New  Radnor 

1 

20 

59 

Painscastle 

1 

21 

54 

Rhayader 

4 

44 

120 

Urban  Districts 

3 

33 

56 

Rural  Districts 

17 

52 

78 

Administrative  County 

20 

48 

73 

England  and  Wales 

— 

69 

77 

12 


Of  the  20  deaths  under  one  year  during  1923,  7 were 
classified  under  the  heading  Congenital  Debility  and  Mal- 
formation, Premature  Birth  ; 3 occurred  from  Diarrhoea,  one 
each  from  Whooping  Cough,  Bronchitis,  and  Pneumonia,  and 
7 from  other  causes. 

Enquiries  were  made  by  the  nurses  in  regard  to  18 
deaths,  the  particulars  are  as  follows : — 


I.  ILLEGITIMATE. 


Age  at 

Cause  of 

Feeding 

Weight 

Sex. 

death 

death 

Breast 

Artificial. 

at  Birth. 

M. 

3 days 

Premature  Birth 

Yes 

M. 

7 weeks 

Convulsions 

Yes 

5H  lbs. 

II.  LEGITIMATE. 

Age  at 

Cause  of 

Feeding — — > 

Weight 

Sex. 

death 

death 

Breast 

Artificial. 

at  Birth. 

F. 

3 days 

Congenital 

Yes 

4^  lbs. 

Debility 

M. 

14^  weeks 

Premature  Birth  

Cow’s  Milk 

F. 

6 weeks 

Marasmus 

Yes 

Cows’  Milk 

6^j  lbs. 

(at  first) 

M. 

20  hours 

Inanition 

Cows’  Milk 

8 lbs. 

M. 

9H  weeks 

Gastro-enteritis  Yes 

9 lbs. 

M. 

9 weeks 

Diarrhoea 

Yes  and  Dried  Milk 

: 7 lbs. 

M. 

12H  weeks 

do. 

Yes 

Cows’  Milk 

7 M lbs. 

(5  wks) 

M. 

14  weeks 

do. 

Yes 

Cows’  Milk 

4^  lbs. 

(at  first) 

M. 

50^  weeks 

Convulsions 

Yes 

M. 

3 weeks 

do. 

Cows’  Milk 

M. 

3 weeks 

do. 

Yes 

F. 

8^  weeks 

do. 

Yes 

- 

M. 

25^3  weeks 

Pneumonia 

Yes 

6j4  lbs. 

M. 

11  hours 

Atelectasis 

8 lbs. 

M. 

13  weeks 

Whooping  Cough 

Yes 

7U  lbs 

Pneumonia 

F. 

3 hours 

Injury  at  Birth 

M. 

14  hours 

Haemorrhage 

Yes 

from  Cord 

. Eight  deaths  occurred  under  a month  (6  under  a week)  • 
5 m the  period  1—3  months ; 5,  3—6  months  and  one  6—12 
months  ; the  great  majority  of  the  infants  died  within  the 
rst  3 months.  Five  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  quarter  of  the 
year,  6 in  the  second,  3 in  the  third,  and  4 in  the  last  quarter 
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All  the  infants  were  full  time,  with  the  exception  of  the 
two  referred  to,  and  also  an  infant  aged  14  weeks,  Premature, 
who  died  from  Diarrhoea. 

On  the  whole  the  home  conditions  were  satisfactory. 

DIARRHOEA  AND  ENTERITIS. 

Under  the  age  of  2 years,  three  deaths  occurred  in  1923, 
viz  :— one  in  Llandrindod  Wells  (Urban)  and  one  each  in 
Knighton  and  Rhayader  Rural  Districts. 

The  death-rate  per  1000  births  was  71  compared  with  a 
rate  of  77  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths  of  Infants  aged  1-5  yeans. — Ten  occurred,  4 in 
the  Urban  and  6 in  the  Rural  Districts  ; 7 at  the  age  of  one 
year,  and  3 at  the  age  of  2 years. 

The  cause  of  death  was  as  follows : — 

Pneumonia,  5 ; Tuberculosis  (other  than  Phthisis)  2 ; Influenza 
1;  other  diseases  2. 


STILLBIRTHS. 

Enquiries  were  made  by  the  nurses  respecting  19  still- 
births, which  occurred  during  the  year.  The  causes  can  be 
classified  under  four  groups  : — 

1 Complications  of  Labour  ; 

2 Syphilis  ; 

3 Toxaemias,  including  Eclampsia  ; 

4 Other  causes  e.g.  Alcohol  and  Drug-taking. 

The  particulars  are  as  follows  : — 


No. 

Presentation 

Complication. 

No.  of 
previous 
confine- 
ments. 

No.  of 
previous 
miscar- 
riages. 

No.  of  No,  of 
children  children 
living.  dead. 

1 

Vertex 

Slight  Post-Partum 
Haemorrhage 

3 

— 

1 2 

(One  still-born, 
one  premature) 

2 

Vertex 

? Contracted  Pelvis 

3 

— 

2 1 

(still-born) 

3 

Vertex 

Premature  (8  mths), 
slightly  macerated 

1 

— 

1 

4 

5 

Vertex 

Large  head 
Flat  pelvis 

6 

4 2 

[still-born] 

6 

Vertex 

Hydrocephalus 
Mother  died  from 
Eclampsia 

4 

3 1 

[from 

convulsions.] 

7 

Vertex 

Contracted  pelvis 
14 

— 

— 

_ — ’ 

8 

Vertex 

Difficult  Labour 

1 

— 

1 — 

9 

Vertex 

Macerated  Infant 
? Syphilis. 

— - 

10 

Vertex 

Premature  (8  mths) 
Probable  Syphilis 

5 

' 

1 4 

[still-births] 

11 

Vertex 
& Cord 

Pressure  on  cord 
? Contracted  Pelvis 

— 

* 

12 

Vertex 

Probable  Syphilis 

4 

1 

— 3 

[one  premature, 
one  stillborn, 
one  died  age  6i 
months  from 
Pneumonia). 

1 1 

13 

Vertex 

Precipitate  Labour 

1 

— 

14 

Vertex 

Pressure  on  Cord 

— 

— 

— — 

15 

Vertex 

Premature  Birth 

3 

— 

3 

16 

Vertex 

Macerated  Infant 
Premature  (8  mths) 

4 

— 

4 

17 

Breech 

Premature  (7  mths) 

1 

— 

1 — 

18 

Breech 

Contracted  Pelvis 
Prolonged  Labour 

— 

— 



19 

Breech 

Difficult  Labour 

— 

— 



There  was  instrumental  delivery  in  cases  1,  6,  7,  9,  14  ; 
craniotomy  was  performed  in  cases  6 and  7. 

The  urine  was  examined  during  the  ante-natal  period 
in  cases  1,  2,  3,  6,  8,  10,  14,  16  and  18  ; and  in  cases  2 and  6 
there  was  a trace  of  albumen,  in  the  latter  case  on  one 
occasion  only. 

In  three  cases  there  was  a strong  suspicion  of  Maternal 
Syphilis.  In  two  cases  the  pelvis  was  contracted,  and  in 
another  case  there  was  a probability  of  contraction  ; there 
were  complications  in  connection  with  the  majority  of  the 
remaining  cases. 

MATERNITY  & CHILD  WELFARE. 

Notification  of  Births. — During  1923  the  number  of 
Births  notified  was  424  (alive  408,  still  16)  , of  these  313  were 
notified  by  Midwives,  94  by  Doctors,  41  by  parents,  and  6 by 
handy-women.  From  the  returns  supplied  by  Registrars  of 
the  Districts,  it  was  ascertained  that  20  had  not  been 
notified. 

Altogether  95  per  cent  were  notified  ; compared  with 
91  per  cent  in  1922  and  90  in  1921. 

In  case  of  non-notification,  as  ascertained  from  the 
District  Registrars,  a communication  is  sent  to  the  father 
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and  also  to  the  Doctor  and  Midwife  in  attendance,  drawing 
attention  to  the  Notification  of  Births  Acts. 

Health  Visiting — The  whole  of  the  county  is  now  cov- 
ered for  this  purpose.  There  were  2 wholetime,  and  16 
part  time  nurses  employed  at  the  end  of  1923  ; the  latter  under 
14  District  Nursing  Associations. 

The  Llanbister  area  was  divided  into  two  parts,  and  two 
new  associations,  viz  : — the  Llanbister,  Llananno  and  Llan- 
badarn  Fynydd,  and  the  Abbeycwmhir  and  District,  were 
formed  ; and  the  two  nurses  commenced  their  duties  on 
December  1st. 


I referred  to  the  qualifications  of  Health  Visitors  on 
pages  11  and  12  of  my  Annual  Report  for  1921. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by 
the  Nurses,  who  acted  as  Health  Visitors  for  1923: — 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare- 


Expectant  Mothers 

(first  visits 

216) 

844. 

Infants  under  1 year 

( do. 

426) 

2361. 

Infants  aged  1-5  years 

( do. 

183) 

2829. 

Attendances  at  Infant 

Welfare  Centres 

69. 

Tuberculosis— 

Home  visits  (first  55)  390.  Attendances  at  Stations  26. 

Other  Work— 


Whooping  Cough 

(first 

visits 

27) 

31. 

Measles 

( 

do. 

29) 

50. 

Chicken  Pox 

( 

do. 

80) 

160. 

Mumps 

( 

do. 

13) 

15. 

Influenza 

( 

do. 

ID 

11. 

In  connection  with  342  infants  under  one  year,  alive  at 
the  end  of  December,  information  obtained  by  the  Nurses  in 
regard  to  feeding  and  other  matters  is  as  follows : 


Breast  fed 
Breast  fed  for  a 1 
time  J 
Artificially  fed 

16 


197 

57-6  % 

81 

237 

64 

187 

The  percentage  (57’6)  of  infants  entirely  breast-fed  is 
still  too  low,  the  percentage  for  1922,  was  66  and  for  1921,  62'5. 

During  1923  there  was  a larger  proportion  of  infants 
breast  fed  for  a time,  viz  : — 23*7  compared  with  7‘0  in  1922  and 
17-5  in  1921. 


Where  breast  feeding  was  continued  for  a time,  the 
period  was  as  follows  : — 

Months.  1-2  2-3  3-4  4-5  5-6  6-9. 

No.  18  21  11  7 8 16. 

In  rather  less  than  half,  the  period  was  1-3  months  only. 

The  reasons  given  for  artificial  feeding  were  in  87 
cases,  insufficient  supply  of  mother’s  milk  ; in  11  cases,  ill- 
health  of  mother ; in  20  instances,  Doctors’  orders  ; in  10 
mother  had  to  go  out  to  work,  and  in  6 cases,  there  was  no 
reason  for  not  breast  feeding. 

Even  where  the  breast  milk  is  insufficient,  it  should  be 
given  and  supplemented  by  cows’  milk. 


The  particulars  in  regard  to  infants  artificially  fed  is  as 
follows  : — 


Cows’  Milk 

116 

Dried  Milk 

12 

Condensed  Milk 

3 

Patent  Foods 

14 

In  the  majority  of  cases  milk  was  used. 


. , ^ind  of  feeding  bottle  used  is  very  important, 

information  was  obtained  in  135  cases.  In  108  cases,  a boat- 
shaped bottle  with  a short  indiarubber  tube  was  used,  in  26  a 

bottle  with  a long  tube  ; in  one  case  a boat-shaped  bottle  and 
long  tube. 


Bottles  with  long  indiarubber  tubes  are  most  difficult  to 

f0e,P  0lea.n  and  should  never  be  used.  It  was  ascertained 
that  67  infants  were  provided  with  comforters  (dummies),  these 
are  a frequent  source  of  flatulence  and  other  troubles. 


It  was  found  that  270  infants  slept  with  the  mother  and 
and  71  m a cot.  The  danger  of  overlaying  through  infants 
sleeping  with  their  mothers  is  well  known. 
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In  connection  with  21  infants,  the  clothing  was  unsatis- 
factory. In  45  cases  the  infants  were  not  taken  out  in  the 
fresh  air,  and  the  homes  were  not  properly  ventilated  by  open 
windows.  In  90  homes  there  was  insufficient  light  and  venti- 
lation ; 54  houses  were  damp  and  53  dirty.  There  were  3 
cases  of  overcrowding. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. — The  following  are  particu- 
lars of  attendances  during  the  year : — 


KNIGHTON  LLAND'DOD  HOWEY  PRESTEIGNE  TOTAL 
WELLS 


*No.  of  Meetings 


11 


24 


12 


56 


Total  number  of  indi-'k 
vidual  mothers  who  l. 
attended  during  the  ( 62 
year.  J 

Total  number  of  in-  'k 
dividual  children  l. 


37 


14 


31 


144 


who  attended  during 

( 73 

74 

34 

41 

222 

the  year.  ) 

New  cases 

(1)  Under  1 year 

18 

16 

5 

12 

51 

(2)  1 — 5 years 

2 

11 

6 

1 

20 

Old  cases 

(1)  Under  1 year 

45 

29 

11 

6 

91 

(2)  1 — 5 years 

8 

18 

12 

22 

60 

Total  number  of  attend- 
ances of  children  195 

368 

135 

167 

865 

Average  attendance 

per  session,  1923 

18 

15 

11 

19 

15 

do.  1922 

10 

13 

— 

19 

13 

do.  1921 

8 

16 

— • 

14 

13 

* Doctor  in  attendance  at  14  meetings 

of  Llandrindod 

Wells  Centre  ; at  other  centres  a Doctor  attended  at  each 
meeting. 

I am  indebted  to  Mrs.  Pantoll,  Superintendent 
Nurse  and  Inspector  of  Midwives,  for  summarising  the  inform- 
ation in  regard  to  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitors. 
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THE  MIDWTVES*  ACTS. 


Summary  of  Inspector’s  work: 

Regular  Inspections  of  Midwives  ...  167 

Special  visits  of  enquiry  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Letters  and  notices  sent  ...  ...  ...  341 

Notifications  received — 

Intention  to  practice  ...  ...  ...  32 

Sending  for  medical  help...  ...  ...  48 

Still-births  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Liability  to  be  a source  of  infection  ...  2 

Artificial  feeding  of  infants  ...  ...  20 


Notification  of  having  laid  out  a dead  body  14 
In  49  instances  medical  help  was  called  for,  the  particu- 


lars are  as  follows  : — 

Prolonged  first  stage  of  Labour  ...  ...  2 

do.  second  stage  of  Labour...  ...  21 

Prolonged  Labour  and  Premature  Birth  ...  1 

Breech  Presentation  ...  ...  ...  1 

Malpresentation  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ante-partum  Haemorrhage  ...  ...  1 

Post-partum  Hoemorrhage  ...  ...  3 

Adherent  Placenta  ...  ...  ...  4 

Ruptured  Perineum  ...  ...  ...  2 

Uterine  Inertia  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

Epilepsy  ...  ...  ...  i 

Abdominal  Swelling  and  Tenderness  ...  1 

Rigor  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..;  1 

Raised  Temperature  ...  ,..  ...  i 

Abortion  ...  ...  ...  .'  3 

Feebleness  of  Infant  ...  ...  ...  2 

Weak  and  Uncertain  Pulse  ...  ...  1 

Haemorrhage  from  cord  ...  ...  ...  1 

do.  from  Bowel  (infant) ...  ...  1 

Midwives  practising: 

Number  of  trained  Midwives  working  under 
Local  Nursing  Associations  (affiliated  to 
County  Nursing  Associations)  ...  ...  16 


Trained  Midwives,  who  are  whole-time 
Health  Visitors  employed  by  County  Council  2 

Trained  Midwives  practising  on  their  own 
account 

Bona-fide  Midwives  living  in  Radnorshire  ... 

” »>  » in  adjoining 

Counties 

•••  ••• 

One  Trained  Midwife  do. 

Total 
19 


3 

3 

3 

1 

28 


Out  of  32  Midwives,  who  notified  their  intention  to  prac- 
tice received  during  1923,  3 have  left  the  county  and  one  has 
died. 

There  were  28  Midwives  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Supply  of  Mid  wives — The  area  comprising  the  parish- 
es of  Llanbedr-Painscastle,  Llandewy-Fach,  Llowes,  Clyro, 
Bryngwyn,  Newchurch  and  Michaelchurch,  is  served  by  one 
qualified  Midwife,  who  is  the  whole-time  Nurse  and  Health 
Visitor  ; the  parish  of  Colva  is  also  isolated.  If  a Nursing 
Association  were  formed  for  the  parishes  of  Bryngwyn,  Colva, 
Newchurch,  Michaelchurch  and  Gladestry,  the  nurse  would 
be  available  to  attend  midwifery  cases  in  this  area. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  form  a Nursing  Associa- 
tion for  the  parishes  of  Gladestry  and  District,  but  so  far  this 
plan  has  not  matured.  Where  there  is  a combination  of  par- 
ishes, the  Nurse  should,  as  far  as  possible  reside  in  a central 
position  in  the  area. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

There  were  4 deaths  from  causes  other  than  Puerperal 
Sepsis  in  1923,  equal  to  a rate  of  9'5  per  1000  births ; one  death 
occurred  in  Llandrindod  Wells  Urban  District,  2 in  Knighton 
Rural  District,  and  1 in  Painscastle  Rural  District.  Particu- 
lars were  obtained  in  connection  with  3 of  the  deaths,  in  each 
case  a Doctor  was  in  attendance : — 

(1)  Age  36  years,  died  from  Eclampsia,  2 days  after  the 
birth  of  a still-born  (5th)  child.  The  urine  had  been  examined 
during  the  ante-natal  period  and  a trace  of  albumen  was  de- 
tected one  month  before  child-birth.  Difficult  labour,  and 
child  had  Hydrocephalus. 

(2)  Age  31  years,  died  from  Pulmonary  Embolism,  24 
hours  after  the  birth  of  a still-born  (1st)  child  (premature  8 
months).  Difficult  labour  and  instrumental  delivery. 

(3)  Age  41  years,  died  4 hours  after  the  birth  of  first 
child.  There  was  difficult  labour;  craniotomy  performed  and 
instrumental  delivery. 

Eclampsia  is  reported  to  occur  once  in  every  500  preg- 
nancies. Each  Nurse  in  Radnorshire  is  now  provided  with  a 
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urine  testing  apparatus,  and  during  1923  specimens  were  ex- 
amined in  connection  with  169  cases  during  the  ante-natal 
period,  and  additional  specimens  were  also  examined  ; if 
albumen  is  detected,  and  precautions  taken  with  regard  to  diet 
etc.,  many  cases  of  Eclampsia  can  be  prevented. 


The  maternal  mortality  rate  for  Radnorshire  for  the 
period  1900-1909  was  4‘83  per  1000  compared  with  4’13  for 
England  and  Wales. 

A report  on  Maternal  Mortality  by  Dr.  Janet  Campbell 
has  recently  been  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

For  the  four  years  1919-22,  the  maternal  mortality  for 
Radnorshire  was  5 84,  the  County  being  fourth  of  counties  on 
the  list.  The  rate  for  Puerperal  Fever  was  117  (47th  on  the 
list),  and  for  other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of  Pregnancy  the 
rate  was  4‘67,  Radnorshire  being  third  out  of  62  counties 
in  England  and  Wales,  only  two  counties  Breconshire  (5'44) 
and  Westmoreland  (4'95)  being  higher. 


The  particulars  for  the  years  1919-22  inclusive  in  regard 
to  the  Welsh  Counties  and  England  and  Wales  are  as  follows: 


Welsh  Counties 
England  & Wales 


Other  Accidents 
Puerperal  and  Diseases 
Fever  of  Pregnancy.  Total. 
1'66  374  510 

1'57  2-54  411 


,Pr-  Campbell  obtained  detailed  particulars  in  respect  to 
th6  followmg  counties  :-Brecon,  Montgomery  and  Pembroke- 
shire in  Wales,  and  Westmoreland  and  Cumberland  in  England 
the  conditions  in  Radnorshire  are  on  the  whole  very  similar 
to  those  in  the  above  counties,  and  in  addition  Radnorshire  is 
the  most  sparsely  populated  county  in  England  and  Wales 
especially  in  the  Rural  Districts. 


Dr  Campbell  states  that  in  the  counties  referred  to 
above,  where  the  population  is  sparse,  where  houses  and  vil- 

commr9  !6n  ren7e  and  diffiCUlt  °f  access'  wl‘«e  means  of 
communication  are  limited  and  slow,  it  is  inevitable  that  med- 
ical assistance  may  be  unobtainable,  and  unless  suitable  means 

malernitv  tak“  be/°rahand  the  mortality  among  complicated 
maternity  cases  is  likely  to  be  high. 
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On  the  other  hand,  although  it  may  be  difficult  to  obtain 
skilled  help  in  emergency,  she  is  of  the  opinion  that  there 
should  be  less  opportunity  for  the  conveyance  of  pyogenic 
organisms  in  the  country  than  in  the  town,  less  temptation  to 
call  in  a doctor  merely  to  hasten  delivery,  and  less  instru- 
mental interference  ; she  also  refers  to  the  healthy  lives 
country  women  lead,  and  points  out  that  the  death  rate  from 
Puerperal  Fever  is  seldom  above  the  average,  (it  will  be  noted 
that  the  rate  from  Puerperal  Fever  in  Radnorshire  is  below 
the  average  for  the  Welsh  Counties,  and  England  and  Wales). 

Dr.  Campbell  suggests  the  following  remedies  : — 

(1)  Educating  of  women  by  all  and  any  means  available 
to  take  heed  of  their  health  and  to  secure  ante-natal  super- 
vision. 

(2)  Ensuring  an  adequate  supply  of  well-trained  mid- 
wives, and  by  requiring  them  to  practice  ante-natal  care. 

(3)  Provision  of  maternity  beds  for  the  mutual  advan- 
tage of  patients  and  practitioners,  if  possible  in  association 
with  existing  hospitals,  and  in  encouraging  patients  living  in 
remote  districts  to  take  advantage  of  these  beds,  even  when 
nothing  abnormal  is  anticipated. 

In  my  first  Annual  Report,  for  1921,  on  pages  15  and  16, 
I gave  particulars  of  the  Maternal  Mortality  for  Radnorshire 
and  England  and  Wales  from  1911  to  1920.  On  page  3,  I men- 
tioned that  the  rate  was  very  high,  but  that  since  the  formation 
of  the  various  District  Nursing  Associations  the  service  was 
much  more  satisfactory. 

In  1921  there  were  13  trained  midwives  under  Local 
Nursing  Associations,  3 under  the  County  Council,  1 in  private 
practice,  and  9 bona-fide  Midwives  (in  practice  in  July  1901), 
who  do  not  possess  the  Certificate  of  the  C.M.B.  Total  26. 

In  1923  there  were  16  trained  Midwives  under  Local 
Nursing  Associations,  2 under  the  the  County  Council,  3 in 
private  practice,  3 bona-fide  Midwives,  also  3 bonafide  and  1 
trained  Midwife  living  in  adjoining  counties.  Total  28. 

The  need  of  trained  midwives  in  certain  areas,  who 
would  also  act  as  district  nurses,  health  visitors  and  school 

nurses,  has  already  been  pointed  out. 
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A request  was  made,  at  my  suggestion,  to  the  Governors 
of  the  Llandrindod  Wells  Hospital  to  reserve  a few  beds  in  the 
new  extension,  for  complicated  cases  of  midwifery,  and  also 
for  cases  where  the  home  circumstances  were  unsatisfactory  ; 
the  application  was  not  granted. 


OCCUPATION. 

Occupation  has  an  important  bearing  on  the  health  of 
the  individual.  In  the  Census  Report  for  1921  recently  pub- 
lished, full  particulars  are  given. 


Information  in  regard  to  proportion  of  occupied  persons 
per  1000  total  persons  in  various  age  groups,  1921  and  1911  are 
as  follows : — 


Ages  last  Birthday: 


Sex. 

Year. 

12-13 

14-15 

16-19 

20-44 

45-64 

65-69 

Males. 

1921. 

35 

665 

949 

977 

925 

766 

1911. 

* 

706 

961 

980 

952 

i 

Females.  1921. 

17 

308 

580 

323 

214 

140 

1911. 

* 

426 

684 

396 

243 

] 

* Information 

for  1911  not 

available. 

483. 


692. 


115. 


The  proportion  of  married  women  only  was  at  age  44 
years  and  under,  76  in  1921,  and  93  in  1911 ; at  age  45  years 
and  over,  89  in  1921,  and  92  in  1911  7 


. p Agriculture— The  largest  group  of  male  workers 
in  Radnorshire,  is  connected  with  agriculture. 


in 


followSP- iCUlarS  'n  r6gard  t0  male  and  female  workers 


are  as 


Population 

Aged  12  years  and  over 
Do.  employed 
Percentage 

Agricultural  workers  ... 

Per  1000,  12  years  and  over 
do.  occupied  M 

Urban  Districts,  12  years  and  over 
Rural 


Males. 

Females. 

11452 

12065 

8966 

9703 

7688 

2697 

857 

27‘8 

3791 

201 

423 

21 

492 

75 

123 

547 
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The  rate  for  males  is  exceeded  in  only  3 counties  in 
England  and  Whies,  viz  : the  Isle  of  Ely,  Holland  (Lincoln- 
shire) and  Montgomery. 


Particulars  of  the  various  districts  are  as  follows  : — 


District. 

Per  1000  males  aged 
12  years  and  over. 

Per  10,000  ac 

Colwyn 

436 

124 

Knighton 

646 

120 

New  Radnor 

565 

113 

Painscastle 

611 

166 

Rhayader 

475 

101 

All  Rural  Districts 

547 

118 

Information  regarding  other  occupations  is  as  follows  : 


Males. 

Females. 

Occupation.  No. 

Per  1000,  aged 

No. 

Per  1000  occupied, 

12  years  & over 

aged  12  years  &over 

Gardeners  140 

16 

Shepherds  65 

7 

Stone  Miners  and 

Quarriers  103 

11 

Metal  Workers  244 

27 

Makers  of  Tex- 

tile Goods  and 

Articles  of  dress  100 

11 

112 

42 

Wood  Workers  262 

29 

Builders, Brick- 

layers, etc.  442 

49 

Railway  w’kers  156 

17 

Road  Transport 

Workers  255 

28 

Commercial  & 

Financial  work- 

ers ...  573 

64 

245 

91 

Professsional 

Workers  ...  269 

30 

238 

88 

Persons  engag- 

ed in  Personal 

Service  ...  247 

28 

1724 

639 

Clerks,  Draughts- 

men ; Typists...  118 

13 

87 

32 

Males. — The  proportion  of  Metal  Workers  is  lower 
than  in  any  of  the  counties  in  England  and  Wales. 
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Makers  of  Textile  Goods  and  Articles  of  Dress  consist 
largely  of  tailors  and  bootmakers.  Carpenters  are  rather 
more  than  half  the  total  of  wood  workers. 

Road  Transport  Workers  have  the  high  rate  of  163  per 
100  railway  workers.  The  proportion  in  the  Urban  Districts 
(45  per  1000)  is  considerably  in  excess  of  the  proportion  (21) 
in  the  Rural  Districts,  which  is  unusual. 

Commercial  and  Financial  Workers. — The  rate  appro- 
ximates to  the  average  for  the  Welsh  counties  ; 52  per  cent 
are  shopkeepers  and  28  per  cent  shop  assistants.  The  rates  in 
all  the  urban  districts  are  high,  162  per  1000  in  Llandrindod 
Wells,  148  in  Knighton,  144  in  Presteigne. 

Persons  engaged  in  Personal  Service  have  the 
highest  rate  for  these  workers  in  Wales.  Indoor  domestic 
servants  account  for  30  per  cent  and  innkeepers  for  24  per 
cent  of  the  group. 

Clerks  and  Draughtsmen  as  a group,  have  the  lowest 
proportion  per  1000  in  Wales. 

Females—  The  rates  are  per  1000  occupied  aged  12 
years  and  over. 


Makers  of  Textile  Goods  and  Articles  of  Dress- 
Most  of  the  workers  are  dress  and  blouse  makers. 

Commercial  and  Financial  Occupations. — Shopkeep- 
ers from  37  per  cent  of  the  total ; the  percentage  of  shop 
assistants  is  60.  Both  rates  are  low  compared  with  the  aver- 
age of  the  Welsh  counties. 


Professional  Workers— Teachers  constitute  65  per 
cent  of  the  group,  and  as  usual,  are  about  three  times  as 
numerous  as  the  males  in  the  occupation. 

Persons  engaged  in  Personal  Service  form  the  largest 
group  among  women’s  occupations.  Their  proportion 

I?  th®  639  per  1000’  is  higher  than  any  found  among 

the  English  or  Welsh  counties  the  next  highest  being  616  in 
W est  Sussex.  They  are  in  excess  in  the  Urban  Districts  in 
which  the  rate  is  672  per  1000,  as  compared  with  606  per 
1000,  in  the  aggregate  of  Rural  Districts.  Domestic  servants 
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form  71  per  cent  of  the  group  and  are  452  per  1000.  The  pro- 
portion of  domestic  servants  per  1000  total  population  in  the 
urban  and  rural  districts  of  the  county  is  as  follows  : — 

Administrative  County  52 

Aggregate  of  Urban  Districts  ...  71 

Aggregate  of  Rural  Districts  ...  43 

Llandrindod  Wells  was  the  highest  of  the  Urban 
Districts,  viz  : 88,  Knighton  being  second  with  a rate  of  46 
per  1000.  Painscastle  was  the  highest  of  the  Rural  Districts 
with  a rate  of  58.  Lodging  and  boarding-housekeepers  are 
181  in  number  and  have  a rate  of  67  per  1000,  of  which  81  per 
cent  were  numerated  in  Llandrindod  Wells  Urban  District,  the 
proportion  being  144  per  1000.  In  the  same  district  most  of 
the  waitresses  in  the  county  are  returned,  their  number  is  83 
and  rate  81  per  1000.  It  must  be  noted  that  the  census  was 
taken  in  June  19/20. 

Age  Distribution  in  Occupations  — The  following 
remarks  are  made  by  the  Registrar  General  in  regard  to  the 
counties  of  Breconshire  and  Radnorshire. 

“Occupations  of  importance  and  represented  preponder- 
antly at  the  younger  ages  in  the  male  sex,  include  metal  and 
electrical  workers,  railway  workers,  messengers  and  porters, 
shop  assistants  and  clerks  ; while  amongst  those  whose  age 
runs  high  may  be  noted  gardeners  and  other  agricultural 
workers,  tailors,  bootmakers,  makers  of  drinks,  carpenters  and 
other  building  operatives,  shopkeepers,  insurance  workers, and 
innkeepers.  In  the  case  of  agricultural  workers  especially, 
and  to  a less  extent  in  some  other  instances,  proportions 
are  high  in  boyhood  and  in  later  life,  and  low  in  the  interven- 
ing years  of  early  adult  life.  These  differences,  which  for  the 
most  part  apply  to  other  counties  also,  are  of  significance 
rather  from  the  light  they  throw  upon  activity  of  recruit- 
ment in  the  various  callings  than  from  any  indication  afford- 
ed of  their  comparitive  mortality.” 

Most  of  what  follows  is  in  the  words  of  the  Registrar 
General. 

The  variations  met  with  are  great,  in  Radnorshire, 
under  35  years.  The  range  is  from  13  per  cent  for  innkeepers, 
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and  16  for  shopkeepers,  to  77  for  salesmen  and  shop  assistants, 
and  89  for  messengers  ; the  proportion  for  all  occupied  males 
being  42'5  per  cent. 

The  only  occupation  in  which  a large  number  of  boys 
is  employed  is  that  of  messengers  and  porters  of  whom  80 
per  cent  under  18  years  are  employed  in  Radnorshire. 

The  occupations  of  females  show  more  diversity  than 
those  of  males,  in  regard  to  ages.  Tailoresses,  telegraph  and 
telephone  operators,  shop  assistants,  domestic  servants, 
waitresses,  clerks  and  packers  rule  young  ; and  shop- 
keepers, nurses,  lodging-house  and  innkeepers,  laundry  work- 
ers and  charwomen  old.  In  Radnorshire  the  range  is  from 
8 per  cent  for  lodging-house  keepers  and  12  per  cent  for  char- 
women, to  81  for  clerks  and  typists  and  88  for  waitresses. 

For  all  occupied  females  the  proportion  under  35  is  60  per 
cent. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 
Particulars  are  given  in  the  accompanying  table. 


Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria.  The  incidence  of 
Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  in  Radnorshire  during  1923  was 
as  follows  : — 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 


Urban  Rural 

Districts  Districts  County 
‘35  -98  '81 

2*64  18  ‘81 


. 2 Wl11  be  notlced  that  all  the  cases  of  Diphtheria  were 

m the  f resteigne  Urban  District.  I referred  to  this  disease  on 
pages  17  and  18  of  my  Annual  Report  for  1922  ; other  particu- 
lars  are  given  on  page  19,  Report  for  1921.  There  were  no 
deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever,  nor  Diphtheria  during  the  year. 

Smallpox  : On  page  20,  Annual  Report  for  1921  I 
referred  to  the  danger  of  this  disease  spreading  to  the  countv 
rom .surrounding  districts.  The  disease  has  increased  du^g 

have  nt  yearS’  and  1 W°uW  Stron!^  advise  a”  tho^  who 
have  not  been  vaccinated  within  the  past  ten  years  to  avail 

emselves  of  this  protection  without  delay  ; and  in  addition 
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Total  County 

Total  Rural 

RURAL— 

Colwyn  

Knighton 

New  Radnor 
Painscastle 
Rhayader  

Total  Urban 

URBAN 

Knighton 

Llandrindod  Wells 
Presteigne 

Names  of  Districts. 

18 

CO 

i — 1 1 — ^ i — ^ 

15 

15 

Diphtheria 

including 

Mem- 

braneous 

Croup 

18 

16 

Cn  Co  os  to 

to 

to 

Scarlet 

Fever 

to 

to 

to 

to 

Enteric 

Fever 

37 

l—k 

SO 

I—1 

Htotaoif^ 

18 

l-k 

to  1— 1 Ol 

Phthisis 

(Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis) 

Or 

to 

i-k  h-i 

CO 

to  l-k 

Other  forms 
Tuberculosis 

13 

SO 

rfa.  h-k  M 1 CO 

Pneumonia 

i-i 

h-k 

l-k 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica 
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NUMBER  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  EACH  DISTRICT. 

Cases  Notified  in  each  Locality. 


similar  arrangements  should  be  made  in  regard  to  children. 

In  September  I wrote  to  the  Head  Teachers  of  the 
Secondary  and  Elementary,  School  for  a list  of  children,  who 
had  not  been  vaccinated  in  infancy,  and  of  parents  who 
were  willing  to  have  their  children  vaccinated ; arrangements 
were  then  made  for  the  Public  Vaccinators  to  attend  the 
school,  in  which  case  the  services  of  the  School  Nurse  were 
offered,  or  for  the  children  to  be  vaccinated  at  home  ; alto- 
gether several  hundred  children  were  vaccinated  and  also 
some  were  re-vaccinated. 

Where  it  is  found  on  medical  inspection  that  a child  has 
not  been  vaccinated  the  parents  are  advised  to  have  vaccina- 
tion carried  out. 

Of  the  children  examined  during  1923,  40'3  per  cent 
were  unvaccinated. 

Measles:  This  disease  was  not  prevalent  during  1923 
except  in  Aberedw  parish  in  July,  and  Glasbury  parish  in 
September  ; there  were  no  deaths. 

Whooping  Cough : This  disease  was  prevalent  in  parts 
of  the  Llananno  and  Llanbister  parishes  from  January  to 
March. 

A death  occurred  from  this  disease  of  a male  under 
1 year  in  the  Rhayader  Rural  District. 

/ n fluenza  . Whs  prevalent  in  part  of  the  Llanbister 
parish  during  March  and  April. 

Two  males  in  groups  2—5  years  and  46—65  years  died 
in  Knighton  and  Presteigne  Urban  Districts,  and  2 males  in 
groups  65—75  and  75  years  and  over,  in  the  Rhayader  Rural 
District. 

Encephalitis  Lethangica : A male  in  the  age  group 
45—65  years,  is  stated  to  have  died  from  this  disease  in  the 
Llandrindod  Wells  Urban  District. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITALS. 

This  matter  was  referred  to  fully  on  page  19  of  my 
Annual  Report  for  1922,  and  pages  21-23  of  my  Report  for  1921 
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Although  Presteigne  IJ.D.C.  and  New  Radnor  R.D.C.  were 
asked  to  confer  with  Knighton  U.D.C.  in  regard  to  a Joint 
Hospital,  no  conference  was  held  and  I would  suggest  that 
the  County  Council  should  call  a conference  of  representatives 
of  these  Authorities  with  a view  to  some  action  being  taken ; 
the  hospital  accommodation  at  Knighton  is  unsatisfactory, 
and  no  accommodation  is  provided  in  the  other  two  districts. 

Several  meetings  have  been  held  during  the  year  of 
representatives  of  Builth  Wells  Urban  and  Rural  District  Coun- 
cils and  Llanwrtyd  and  Colwyn  Rural  District  Councils 
with  a view  to  providing  a joint  Isolation  Hospital  ; 
a site  was  chosen  in  Radnorshire,  but  on  account 
of  its  inaccessibility  and  for  other  reasons  the  matter  was 
not  proceeded  with.  I would  suggest  that  the  Hospital  be 
erected  in  a central  position,  easy  of  access  by  road  and 
rail. 


I mentioned  on  page  22  of  my  Annual  Report  for  1921 
that  even  if  there  were  objection  to  cases  of  infectious  disease 
being  admitted,  to  Llandrindod  Wells  Hospital  from  outside 
the  Urban  District,  this  could  not  be  raised  during  the 
period  October  to  March,  when  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria 
were  most  prevalent. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  1923,  reports  of  42  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  notified 
on  Forms  A and  B (Pulmonary  37  and  Non-Pulmonary  5)were 
received  through  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  and 
in  addition,  information  in  regard  to  15  fresh  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis (Pulmonary  13  and  Non-Pulmonary  2)  was  furnished 
by  Dr.  Jordan,  the  Tuberculosis  Physician  under  the  Welsh 
National  Memorial  Association. 

Of  the  13  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  4 resided  in 
Llandrindod  Wells  Urban  District,  7 in  Rhayader  Rural, 
1 in  Painscastle  Rural,  and  1 in  New  Radnor  Rural  District. 
The  2 cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  resided  in  the 
Painscastle  Rural  District.  Where  information  is  received 
from  Dr. Jordan, and  no  notification  has  been  received  from  the 
District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  the  latter  is  notified  of 
the  case. 
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Deaths. — During  the  year  there  were  21  deaths  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (15  males,  6 females)  and  6 deaths 


from  Ron-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (5  males,  1 female) ; parti- 
culars in  regard  to  districts  and  age  periods  are  given  in  Tables 

I and  II,  Appendix, 
are  as  follows  : — 

The  rates 

per  1000 

of  the 

population 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

Urban  Districts 

4 

■70 

2 

'35 

Rural  Districts 

17 

ro4 

4 

'24 

Whole  County 

21 

'95 

6 

'27 

For  the  ten  yearly  period  1900—09  the  rate  was  '974 
per  1000  for  Radnorshire  and  1T94  for  England  and  Wales  ; 
for  the  five  yearly  period  1918 — 22,  the  rate  was  '942  for  Rad- 
norshire and  l'OOO  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  particulars  in  regard  to  death  rates  of  each  sex  at 
different  age  periods  from  Phthisis  during  the  5 years  1919-23 
are  as  follows  : — 


MALES. 


Age  period 

Population 

No.  of  deaths 

Rate  p 

in  years. 

Census  1921. 

from  Phthisis 

1,000 

1919—23. 

5—15 

2078 

1 

'1 

15—25 

1905 

11 

115 

25—45 

2839 

25 

1'76 

45-65 

2536 

7 

'55 

65  and  over 

1100 

5 

'90 

TOTAL 

10458 

49 

'937 

FEMALES. 

5—15 

2045 

3 

'29 

15—25 

1980 

13 

1.31 

25—45 

3318 

20 

1'21 

45—65 

2628 

9 

'68 

65  and  over 

1145 

4 

70 

11116 

49 

'882 
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There  were  no  deaths  under  the  age  of  5 years.  The 
highest  rate  in  males  was  for  the  period  25  —45  years  and  in 
females  15 — 25  years  ; in  males  the  rate  for  the  period  25 — 45 
was  3 times  the  rate  for  the  period  45-65  years  and  in  females 
nearly  twice  as  high.  The  rate  for  males  at  the  age  period 
15 — 45  years  was  1'52  and  for  females  1'25  ; the  rate  for  males 
at  the  age  period  5 — 65  years  and  over,  was  '937  and  for  fe- 
males '882. 

The  following  are  particulars  for  1923  of  ages  in  years 
in  regard  to  Primary  Notifications  of  Phthisis  and  also  cases,  in 
which  information  was  given  by  the  Tuberculosis  Physician  : — 
Males  : 7 (2),  15,  17,  18,  19  (3),  21,  22  (2),  23  (2),  24  (2),  25,  26 
(2),  30(2),  33,  35,  37,  39,  40,  46,  49,  51,  57  and  63.  Total  30. 
Female:  7,  9,  12,  13,  15  (2),  16,  20  (2),  21,  22,  24,  26,  29, 

30,  35,  37.  Total  17. 

On  pages  20 — 22  Annual  Report  for  1922,  I gave  particu- 
lars in  regard  to  74  cases  of  Phthisis  notified  from  1913 — 22  ; 
the  enquiries  were  made  by  the  school  nurses.  During  1923 
enquiries  were  in  made  connection  with  44  cases  (28  males  and 
16  females)  ; these  particulars  will  be  given  over  a period  of 
several  years. 

Prevention  and  Treatment:  This  was  referred  to  on 
page  22,  Annual  Report  for  1922.  The  work  of  Tuberculosis 
Physician  for  Breconshire  and  Radnorshire  is  carried  out  in 
very  efficient  manner  by  Dr.  Jordan. 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis : Information  was  re- 
ceived in  regard  to  8 cases,  6 were  notified  on  Form  A and 
2 by  the  Tuberculosis  Physician.  There  were  6 males  aged 
2 (2),  5,  6,  8,  13  years  and  2 females  aged  21  and  25  years. 

Two  males  aged  2 and  5 years  and  a female  aged  21 
years  suffered  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  Glands  of  the  Neck, 
a male  aged  2 years  from  Acute  Miliary  Tuberculosis,  male 
6 years  from  affection  of  one  Knee, male  8 years  from  Pleurisy, 
female  25  years  from  affection  of  the  Kidneys,  and  male  13 
years  from  Meningitis. 

The  following  information  in  regard  to  Diagnosis  and 
Treatment  has  been  summarised  from  the  quarterly  reports  of 

the  Tuberculosis  Physician  : — 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

1.  Number  of  Persons  examined  for  Diagnostic  purposes  : 

M.  F.  total 

(a)  Under  observation  at  beginning  of  year  34  17  51 

( b ) New  cases  including  contacts  examined 

during  year  ...  ...  ...  53  56  109 

(c)  Number  found  to  be  suffering  from 

Tuberculosis  : — Pulmonary  ...  24  12  36 

Non-Pulmonary...  2 2 4 

(d)  Number  with  no  evidence  of  Active 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  38  29  67 

(e)  Number  who  ceased  attendance  before 

completion  of  diagnosis  ...  ...  4 1 5 

(/)  Number  under  observation,  still  pending 

diagnosis  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  19  29  48 

2 Number  of  Children  attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 
who  were  referred  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  for 
examination  by  the  Tuberculosis  Physician,  with  the 
result  of  the  examination  : 


(a) 

Number  under  observation  pending 
diagnosis  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 

8 

3 

11 

C b ) 

Number  examined  during  year  1923 

13 

21 

34 

(c) 

Number  found  to  be  suffering  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

1 

3 

4 

Non-Pulmonary 

1 

— 

1 

(d) 

Number  with  no  evidence  of  Active 
Tuberculosis 

10 

7 

17 

(e) 

Number  still  under  observation  pending 
diagnosis  at  the  end  of  the  year 

9 

14 

23 

Results  of  Sanatorium  treatment  : 

{a)  Number  under  treatment  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year — Pulmonary 

5 

5 

(b) 

Number  admitted  during  the  year — 
Pulmonary 

11 

2 

13 

(c) 

Number  discharged  fit  for  work 

8 



8 

(d) 

Number  discharged  improved 

1 



1 

( e ) 

Number  discharged  worse 



_ 

(/) 

Number  left  off  treatment  against  advice 

— 

1 

1 
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M.  F.  total 


( g ) Number  still  under  treatment  at  end  of 

the  year  1923.  ...  . ...  ...  7 1 8 


4. 


Results  of  Hospital  treatment  of  Pulmonary  and  Non- 
Pulmonary  cases  : 

(a)  Number  under  treatment  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year — Pulmonary  ...  3 2 5 

Non- Pulmonary  ...  2 — 2 


(b)  Number  admitted  during  the  year — 

Pulmonary  ...  5 5 10 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  1 1 2 

(c)  Number  discharged  : — 

Improved — Pulmonary  ...  ...  3 3 6 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  1 — 1 

Worse — Pulmonary  ...  ...  2 — 2 

Stationary — Pulmonary  ...  ...  1 — 1 

Admitted  for  observation  and  discharge 
as  Non  tuberculous  Non-Pulmonary...  — 11 


( d )  Number  of  deaths  : — 

Certified  as  primarily  due  to  Tubercul- 
osis— Pulmonary  ...  ...  2 1 3 


(e)  Number  still  under  treatment  at  end  of 

1923 — Pulmonary  ...  ...  12  3 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  ...  2 — 2 


5. 


Results  of  Institutional  treatment  of  Pulmonary  and  Non- 
Pulmonary  cases  : — ■ 


(o)  Number  under  treatment  at  beginning 

of  the  year  1923 — Pulmonary  ...  21 

Non'Pulmonary  ...  6 

(b)  Number  admitted  during  the  year 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  ...  3 

(c)  Number  who  resumed  treatment  during 

the  year — Pulmonary  ...  ...  — 

( d ) Number  discharged  during  the  year 

improved — Pulmonary  ...  ...  10 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  2 

( e ) Number  lost  sight  of  during  year — 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  ...  2 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  ...  — 


16  37 
7 13 

2 5 

2 2 

9 19 
2 4 

— 2 
2 2 
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M.  F.  total 


if)  Number  still  under  treatment  at  the 

end  of  the  year  1923— Pulmonary  ...  12  11  23 

Non-Pulmonary  4 3 7 

6.  Results  of  Treatment  of  Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary 
cases  treated  at  home  by  the  Medical  Practitioner  in 
consultation  with  the  Tuberculosis  Physician  : 

(a)  Number  under  treatment  at  the  begin- 

ning of  the  year  1924 — Pulmonary  ...  15 

Non-Pulmonary  3 

( b ) Number  admitted  during  year  1923 — 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  ...  11 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  ...  1 

(c)  Number  transferred  from  Residential 

treatment  or  other  Areas  Pulmonary  3 

( d ) Number  transferred  improved — 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  ...  4 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  ...  — 

( e ) Number  lost  sight  of  or  left  Area  during 

1923,  Pulmonary  ...  ...  — 

if)  Number  of  deaths,  certified  as  primarily 

due  to  Tuberculosis — Pulmonary  ...  4 

Non-Pulmonary  2 

(g)  Number  still  under  treatment  at  end  of 

year  1923,  Pulmonary  ...  ...  21 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  2 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Prevention.  No  Lectures  were  held  during  the  year. 
Particulars  in  regard  to  these  diseases  were  given  on  pages 
30  and  31,  Annual  Report  for  1921. 

Treatment.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the 
treatment  of  both  sexes  at  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  of  the 
Herefordshire  County  Council.  The  clinic  has  been  trans- 
ferred since  April  1st,  1924,  from  the  Herefordshire  General 
Hospital  to  the  Isolation  Block  of  the  Hereford  Union  Work- 
house,  the  hours  of  attendance  are  as  follows  : 
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14  29 
4 7 


6 17 
2 3 


— 3 


3 7 
2 2 


1 1 

3 7 
— 2 

13  34 

4 6 


Males.  1-30  to  2-30  p.m.  on  Wednesdays. 

6 to  7 p.m.  on  Fridays. 

Females.  6 to  7 p.m.  on  Tuesdays. 

1-30  to  2-30  p.m.  on  Wednesdays. 

Where  affected  persons  are  unable  to  pay  their  railway 
fare,  these  will  be  paid  by  the  County  Council. 

A grant  of  75  per  cent  is  received  from  the  Ministry 
of  Health  towards  the  cost  of  prevention  and  treatment. 

During  1923,  one  person  was  treated  at  the  Clinic 
at  the  Herefordshire  General  Hospital  for  Syphilis,  and 
one  for  conditions  other  than  Venereal  ; altogether  3 attend- 
ances were  made. 


CANCER. 

There  were  28  deaths  under  the  heading  Cancer  and 
Malignant  Disease  ; 5 deaths  (4  males  and  1 female)  occurred 
in  the  Urban  and  23  (10  males  and  13  females)  in  the  Rural 
districts.  The  rates  per  1000  of  the  population  are  as  follows  : 


Urban  Districts 

•88 

Rural  Districts 

P40 

County 

... 

1'26 

The  particulars  in 

regard  to  age 

periods  are 

as  follows 

Age  period  in  years. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

25—45 

2 

1 

3 

45—65 

4 

7 

11 

65—75 

5 

4 

9 

75  and  over 

3 

2 

5 

14 

14 

28 

On  August,  1923,  Circular  No.  426  on  Cancer  was 
issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  I received  a communica- 
tion from  the  British  Red  Cross  Society,  dated  November  1st, 
1923,  offering  to  supply  copies  of  the  above  Memorandum  free 
of  cost.  I obtained  a supply  and  distributed  them  to  the 
Press,  Head  Teachers,  Secretaries  of  Women’s  Institutes, 
Friendly  Societies,  Working  Class  Organisations,  Ministers  of 
Religion  and  to  other  persons.  Cancer  is  increasing  and  it  is 
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important  that  chronic  irritation,  which  is  the  chief  causative 
influence,  should  be  prevented.  Operative  treatment  is  only- 
successful  if  the  disease  is  taken  in  its  earliest  stage. 

There  were  36  deaths  from  Respiratory  Diseases  other 
than  Tuberculosis,  8 occurred  in  the  Urban  and  28  in  the 
Rural  Districts.  Particulars  are  given  in  Tables  I and  II 
Appendix  ; 17  deaths  occurred  from  Bronchitis,  14  from 
Pneumonia,  and  5 from  other  diseases. 

The  rates  per  1000  of  the  population  were  : 

Rate 

Urban  Districts  1‘41 

Rural  Districts  ...  ...  1*71 

Whole  County  1‘63 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  WORK. 

During  the  year  55  throat  swabs  were  examined  by  the 
Clinical  Research  Association,  London,  for  the  presence  of 
Diphtheria  bacilli  and  in  7 instances  a positive  result  was 
obtained. 

Ro  specimens  under  the  Venereal  Diseases  Scheme 
were  sent  to  the  University  of  Birmingham  for  examination 
during  the  year. 

A sample  of  water  was  sent  to  the  County  Analyst 
for  chemical  analysis,  and  the  report  received  was  satisfact- 
ory. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

I have  received  the  following  report  for  1923  from  Mr. 
R.  P.  Gough  th9  Inspector  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts 
for  the  county. 

Milk  and  Cream  Regulations : 

1.  Milk  and  Cream  not  sold  as  preserved  Cream  : 

No.  of  samples  examined  for  Number  of  Samples  in  which 

the  presence  of  preservatives  a preservative  was  reported 

as  being  present. 

Milk  89 
Cream  Nil 
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2.  Cream  sold  as  Preserved  Cream  : 

No  samples  of  Preserved  Cream  were  taken  during  the 
year  1923. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  samples  taken 
and  the  number  found  to  be  genuine  : 


Nature  of  Sample. 

No.  of  Samples 
taken. 

Number  found  to 
be  genuine. 

Nature  of  Samples. 

Number  of  Samples 
taken. 

Number  founnd  to 
be  genuine. 

New  Milk 

89 

59 

Baking  Powder 

2 

2 

Egg  Substitute 

2 

2 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda  ... 

3 

3 

Lard 

4 

4 

Margarine 

5 

5 

Butter 

7 

7 

Cheese 

4 

4 

Lemon  Cheese 

1 

1 

Blanc  Mange  Powder 

1 

1 

Pepper 

2 

2 

Meat  Paste  ... 

1 

1 

Mustard 

3 

3 

Cream  of  Tartar 

1 

1 

Tea  ... 

2 

2 

Cocoa 

2 

2 

Corn  Flour  ... 

1 

1 

Jelly 

1 

1 

Sponge  Mixture 

1 

1 

Cakeoma 

1 

1 

Total  number  of  samples  taken  133 
Total  number  found  to  be  genuine  103 


Remarks : Of  the  samples  of  Milk  found  on  analysis  to 
be  adulterated,  27  were  found  to  be  slightly  deficient  only  and 
the  Vendors  were  warned,  and  in  the  remaining  3 cases  the 
Vendors  were  prosecuted. 

The  action  taken  in  regard  to  the  adulterated  samples 
was  as  follows 

Found  to  Number  Number  Number  Amount  Number 

be  adulter-  warned  prosecu-  convict-  of  Fines  dismissed 

ated  ted.  ed. 

30  27  3 2 £3  and  1 

costs  in  each 
case. 

R.  PHILIP  GOUGH,  Inspector. 

Weights  and  Measures  Office, 

Llandrindod  Wells,  1st  January,  1923. 

38 


HOUSING. 

Interesting  information  is  given  in  the  Census  Report 
for  Radnorshire  ; particulars  regarding  persons  occupying 
houses  are  as  follows  : 
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1 
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80 

82 
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83 

73 
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92 

82 
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13 

70 

170 

196 

224 

99 

55 
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CO 

1 

19 
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223 

86 

50 

911 

CO 

48 

146 

238 

165 

151 

60 

39 

847 

rH 

8 

78 

99 

109 

37 

41 

12 

9 

393 

No.  of  Persons 
in  Family. 

1 room 

2 rooms 

3 rooms 

D 

> 

4 rooms 

5 rooms 

6—7  rooms  ... 
8—9  rooms  ... 
10  and  over 

Total  Families  1 

In  a one  roomed  house,  the  maximum  number  of  persons 
allowed  should  be  3 (1  adult  & 2 children),  in  a 2 roomed  house 
with  one  bedroom  3,  in  a 3 roomed  house  with  2 bedrooms  6 
(2  adults  and  4 children),  in  a 4 roomed  house  with  2 bedrooms 
6 (2  adults  and  4 children)  ; in  a 5 roomed  house  with  3 bed- 
rooms 8 (4  adults  and  4 children). 


If  the  above  standard  be  adopted,  there  was  overcrowd- 
ing at  the  time  of  the  census  as  follows  : 


No.  of  rooms. 

No.  of  cases 

of  overcrowding. 

Urban 

Rural 

Total 

2 

5 

14 

19 

3 

8 

26 

34 

4 

14 

64 

78 

5 

6 

28 

34 

33 

132 

165 

The  particulars  in  regard  to  the  various 
as  follows  : 

Urban  Districts: 

districts  are 

No.  of  Rooms. 

Knighton.  Llandrindod 

Wells 

Presteigne. 

2 

1 

3 

1 

3 

2 

5 

1 

4 

8 

3 

3 

5 

2 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

Rural  Districts 

13 

13 

7 

No.  of  Colwyn. 
Rooms 

Knighton.  New 

Radnor. 

Painscastle.  Rhayader 

2 3 

5 3 

1 

2 

3 7 

2 7 

3 

7 

4 2 

15  16 

14 

17 

5 5 

8 3 

3 

9 

— 



— 

— 

Total  17 

30  29 

21 

35 

The  average  number  of  persons 

per  family 

in  1921  was 

4'25  compared  with  4'36  in  1911.  The  increase  and  decrease 
( — ) in  dwellings  for  the  years  1911—21  was  as  follows  : 
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County  —6  (—1  %)  ; Knighton  U.D.  17  (4  %),  Llandrindod 
Wells  U.D.  64  (127  %),  Presteigne  U.D.  7 (2‘3  %),  Colwyn 
R.D.  — 5 ( — l'l  %),  Knighton  R.D.  — 35  ( — 37  %),  New 
Radnor  R.D.  (no  change),  Painscastle  R.D.  --17  ( — 3*2  %),  and 
Rhayader  R.D.  — 37  ( — 3*2  %).  Particulars  in  regard  to  popula- 
tion of  the  various  districts  compared  with  1911  has  been  given 
on  page  6. 

The  following  information  in  regard  to  Housing  in  1923 
is  taken  from  the  Reports  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of 
Health. 

Neiv  Houses.  Four  were  erected  by  private  enter- 
prise in  Knighton  U.D.  and  1 in  Knighton  R.D.,  also  2 in 
New  Radnor  R.D.  by  the  County  Council. 

Houses  I nspected.  Fifty-four  were  inspected  in 

Knighton  U.D.  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910  ; 10  were  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 
and  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation. 
In  Presteigne  U.D.  42  were  inspected  under  the  Public  Health 
and  Housing  Acts,  and  5 under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910  ; none  were  found  to  be  unfit  for 
habitation.  In  Knighton  R.D.  43  were  inspected  under  the 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts,  and  62  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910  ; 5 were  found  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  9 were  not  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation. 

No  inspections  in  connection  with  the  above  were  made 
in  the  Colwyn  R.D.;  information  was  not  given  in  connection 
with  New  Radnor  R.D.  and  no  Reports  were  received  in  regard 
to  Llandrindod  Wells  U.D.  and  Painscastle  and  Rhayader 
Rural  Districts.  Sufficient  inspection  is  not  being  carried  out 
in  some  of  the  districts. 

According  to  the  survey  of  housing  needs  sent  in  to 
the  Housing  Commissioner  under  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning,  etc.  Act,  1919,  the  houses  required  for  the  three 
years  following  the  return  were  as  follows  : 
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Urban  Districts.  Number  of  houses  required. 


Knighton  ...  ...  6 

Llandrindod  Wells  ...  ...  25 

Presteigne  ...  ...  35 

Rural  Districts  : 

Colwyn  ...  ...  ...  16 

Knighton  ...  ...  ...  3 

New  Radnor  ...  ...  ...  — 

Painscastle  ...  ...  ...  10 

Rhayader  ...  ...  ...  8 


103 

I consider  this  a low  estimate,  I have  already  drawn 
attention  to  overcrowding  and  there  are  an  insufficient  number 
of  houses  with  3 bedrooms  ; there  are  also  a number  of  houses 
which  cannot  be  made  fit  for  habitation.  Under  the  Govern- 
ment Scheme  6 houses  were  erected  by  the  Presteigne  U.D.C. 
and  8 by  the  Colwyn  R.D.C.  ; no  other  houses  have  been 
erected  by  the  Local  Authorities.  In  order  to  assist  in 
reducing  the  mortality  from  Tuberculosis  it  is  very  essential 
that  Housing  should  be  dealt  with  in  all  the  districts. 

BLIND  PERSONS’  ACT. 

As  far  as  I could  ascertain,  at  the  end  of  December, 
1923,  there  were  22  blind  persons  (11  males  and  11  females) 
who  came  under  the  Act.  The  ages  in  years  are  as  follows 

Male  : 2,  48,  60,  65,  68,  70,  73,  75,  78,  81  and  92 
Female  : 35  (2),  55,  66,  68,  70,  71,  72,  73,  and  80  (2) 

A Scheme  was  adopted  under  the  Act  and  came  into 
force  in  January  1st,  1924.  It  was  decided  by  the  County 
Council  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Committee  on  Jan.  11th,  1924  that  £5  be  subscrib- 
ed to  the  South  Wales  and  Monmouthshire  Counties  Associ- 
tion  for  the  Blind  for  one  year  and  also  that  a sum  not 
exceeding  £10  be  expended  in  respect  of  Home  Workers 
and  Home  Teachers  if  required. 

MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACT,  1913. 

Particulars  were  given  on  pages  32  and  33  Annual 
Report  for  1922. 
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TABLE  I. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  ADMINISTRATIVE  AREAS  IN 
THE  COUNTY  OF  RADNOR,  1923. 


URBAN 

DISTRICTS. 

RURAL 

DISTRICTS. 

COUNTY. 

Causes  of 
Death. 
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43 

Enteric  Fever 

• 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

1 

Influenza 

i 

1 

2 

4 

4 

Encephalitis  Lethargica . 

• 

1 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

6 

15 

6 

21 

System 

• • • 

2 

2 

3 

6 

l 

1 

Other  Tuber’lous  Diseases 

2 

1 

1 

2 

5 

1 

6 

Cancer,  Malignant  disease 

3 

2 

2 

8 

3 

3 

7 

14 

14 

28 

Rheumatic  Fever 

2 

1 

8 

3 

Diabetes 

i 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c. 

4 

1 

1 

5 

2 

2 

8 

7 

15 

Heart  Disease 

• 

4 

6 

6 

2 

4 

5 

4 

10 

15 

25 

40 

Arteriosclerosis 

• 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

5 

8 

8 

Bronchitis 

2 

1 

1 

4 

4 

3 

2 

12 

5 

17 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

1 

2 

5 

2 

1 

8 

8 

6 

14 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

1 

2 

5 

5 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duo 

deuum 

• 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Diarrhoea,  <fcc.  (under  2 yrs) 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

Acute  & Chronic  Nephritis 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

4 

8 

Other  Accidents  and 

Diseases  of  Pregnancy 
and  Parturition 

■ 

1 

2 

1 

4 

4 

Congenital  Debility  and 

Malformation,  Prema- 

1 

3 

2 

1 

5 

2 

7 

ture  birth 

Suicide 

• 

1 

3 

3 

1 

4 

Other  deaths  from  Violence 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

5 

Other  defined  diseases  .. 
Causes  ill-defined  or 

• 

5 

9 

5 

4 

11 

12 

9 

18 

37 

36 

73 

unknown 

• 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

All  Causes 

21 

41 

17 

18 

51 

39 

27 

69 

159 

124 

283 
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TABLE  II. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  IN 
THE  COUNTY  OF  RADNOR,  1923. 


Causes  of 
Death. 

Aggregate  of  Urban  Districts. 

Aggregate  of  Rural  Districts. 

All 

Ages 

0- 

i- 

2- 

s- 

is- 

25- 

45- 

65- 

75- 

All 

Ages 

0- 

1- 

2- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

45- 

6S- 

75- 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

Influenza 

2 

i 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Encephalitis  Letliargica 

1 

I 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

System 

4 

2 

1 

1 

17 

5 

10 

1 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

2 

l 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

5 

2 

2 

1 

23 

3 

9 

7 

4 

Rheumatic  Fever 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Diabetes 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

4 

2 

1 

1 

11 

2 

2 

7 

Heart  Disease 

15 

3 

8 

4 

25 

7 

6 

12 

Arterio-sclerosis  . . 

4 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

3 

Bronchitis 

3 

1 

1 

1 

14 

1 

1 

2 

10 

Fneumonia  (all  forms) 

3 

1 

1 

1 

11 

1 

4 

1 

4 

1 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duo- 

dendum 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea,  &c. 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

4 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

3 

Other  Accidents  & Diseases  1 

I 

1 

3 

of  Pregnancy  & Parturition  | 

O 

Congenital  Debility  and  Mai  - 1 

1 

] 

6 

6 

formation,  Premature  Birth  ) 

Suicide 

4 

1 

2 

1 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence  ... 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Other  defined  diseases 

L7 

1 

l 

2 

3 

3 

7 

54 

6 

1 

2 

7 

3 

8 

27 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

— 

All  Causes 

79 

3 

1 

3 

4 

8 

20 

22 

18 

204 

17 

6 

1 

1 9 

31 

33 

|39 

68 

44 
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19 
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Phthisis 

...  30—32 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

37 
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27 
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